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 Provide professional recognition for engineering practitioners, who play just as 
important role as other professionals by having a high degree of responsibility 
and liability imposed on them by both courts and regulators. A registration 
system will identify those with the appropriate skills, and contribute to the 
maintenance of high standards and skills.  

 Enhance international mobility and trade in engineering services. Statutory 
registration is recognised as common currency in the international trade of 
engineering products and services, and certificates of compliance from 
registered engineering practitioners are required in many instances. It can also 
facilitate temporary and permanent skills migration.  

  
A Western Australian Engineers Act could incorporate the following:  

 Adopt a co-regulation model, involving government and professional associations 

 Include all areas of practice and all occupational categories  

 Register individuals not companies 

 Base registration on demonstrated competence to practice, with international and 
national recognition of competency standards and assessment procedures  

 Require continuing professional development and auditing  

 Professional associations to set standards and conduct assessments 

 Registration board to investigate complaints and implement penalties  
 
This Act could either require all engineers to be registered, or allow other Acts of 
Parliament to restrict delivery of engineering services to those persons on the 
register under the Engineers Act as and when required (ie the Building Act).  
 
Engineers Australia strongly urges government to introduce a registration system for 
engineers in Western Australia.  
 
With regard to future engineering capability in Western Australia, we offer the 
following comments: 
 
Engineers Australia would like to see the state have an expanding local engineering 
capability that is not only focussed on servicing the operations of the resource 
sector, but also facilitating broader industry development, with capability to service a 
world market.  
 
Our engineering capability should provide continuous productivity and reliability 
improvement in fit for purpose infrastructure.  
 
Perth could be recognised as a world energy city and as a natural base to service 
Asia, India, the Arab Gulf and Africa because of its innovative industries. 
 
The State needs sufficient non-resource dependent engineering industries that 
provide resilience in the event of future resource sector shocks.  
 
Some key initiatives could include: 
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